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Squam’s Land TrustSteadfast
Do you remember the classic movie Back to the Future? A time-
travel machine returned the central character back in time to 
see the events shaping his future. In some respects, the current 
pandemic has also forced us back in time. We’re once again 
spending large blocks of time in one place and in relative social 
isolation, all for good reason. The social venues that have come 
to define modern life, such as family reunions, restaurants, and 
vacations are put on indefinite hold. We’re even getting by 
without sports!

The way we gather, teach, learn, work, communicate, and 
live has profoundly changed. Nestled in our response to these 
changes is how we have turned to time outdoors to find solace 
and ways to socialize.

Fortunately, Squam has abundant natural areas to explore and 
find renewal. Our mission to conserve land is reinforced by 
having protected lands increasingly used and appreciated. Land 
conservation was always more about the future than today.

SLCS is grateful to the many people over the years who dedicated their land to permanent protection. Five Finger 
Point, Chamberlain-Reynolds, Unsworth Preserve, Whitten Woods, Belknap Woods, and all the rest remind us that 

land conservation benefits the whole community. It’s a big part of 
why Squam remains so special.

While the way we work has been disrupted, our mission 
remains steadfast as we move several projects forward. So far 
this year we’ve received a donated conservation easement 
on the former Longhaul Farm in Holderness, completed the 
purchase of two key parcels in Sandwich to expand the Upper 
Asquam Preserve, installed a new nature trail called the Dot 
Banks Nature Trail on the Tompkins Preserve, and installed a 
new parking area on the Eastman Brook Preserve. (See inside 
for details.) These and other ongoing projects open up new 
areas for exploration and renewal.

Although we have plenty of work to keep us busy throughout this 
year, we’re less focused on what’s next, than who’s next. Who’s 
the next unsung hero to build a bridge to the future by protecting 
their land? Who’s committed to stewarding the lands in our care? 
If there is one thing we can take away from this pandemic, it’s that 
we need to lean in and work together. Our future depends on it. 
Thanks for your steadfast commitment to that future.

Onward...
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Forever Squam . . .

Alexander Meadows Conservation Area
In November 2019 George and Susan Gurney donated a conservation 
easement on three acres in the center of High Haith abutting Harris 
Meadows. George is a descendant of the Alexander family, one of the 
three families that owned all of High Haith following the Sturtevants who 
cleared and used the “island’ for pasture, most predominantly sheep.

As a child in the 1950’s, George recalls the area being open with 
blueberry bushes. Over the next 70 years the forest regenerated with 
many hardwood species including maple, beech, and oak. Many of the 
maple trees found on the property have been flagged with green and 
blue flagging by George and Susan’s children who tap them for maple 
syrup production. The conservation of this land is one step closer to the 
protection of the entire interior spine of High Haith, Squam’s largest 
and tallest island, though most no longer consider High Haith an island.

West Squam Rangeway
The Conservation Society got another foothold 
in the protection of the Squam Range! Scott 
Pulsifer donated a 30-acre tract of land, and we 
acquired a 66-foot wide, six-acre “Rangeway” off 
Route 175 in Holderness from Tim and Audrey 
Fisher of Burleigh Land Limited Partnership. The 
acquisition of these parcels, now merged and 
known collectively as the West Squam Rangeway, 
bridges the protection of the Squam Range from 
the Sandwich Notch Road in the east all the way 
to Route 175 to the west.

We are indebted to the Lakes Region Conservation 
Corps members and Randy Eastman for helping 
remove a dilapidated building on the Pulsifer 
parcel, 75 tires that were abandoned in a vernal 
pool, and other debris associated with the former 
rustic homesite. It is our hope to expand on 
these acquisitions by prioritizing the protection 
of additional lands along the west flank of the 
Squam Range.

60 Years Ago…
On September 6, 1959 a small planning group 
met to discuss the increasing pressure on 
landowners bordering Squam Lake to subdivide 
their holdings. It was agreed that it would be 
desirable to organize a Squam Lake Conservation 
Society. Harold J. Coolidge wrote, “The problems 
to be faced are common ones for all who wish 
to save the character and beauty of the Lake.” 
SLCS would accept gifts of land and conservation 
easements, working cooperatively with the SLA to 
avoid duplication. On August 17, 1960 the Articles 
of Agreement for the Squam Lake Conservation 
Society were signed and registered with the NH 
Secretary of State. The Society’s first officers were 
Frank Webster (President), Mrs. George S. West 
(Vice-President), Richard L. Gordon (Secretary), 
and William S. Barnes (Treasurer).

Since then, much progress has been made. 
We expanded our mission to the Squam Lakes 
Conservation Society with a watershed-wide 
focus. Twenty years ago we transitioned from 
an all-volunteer organization with 36 protected 
properties to where we find ourselves today, 
with an excellent staff and 154 protected 
properties. We look to celebrate all these 
accomplishments when gatherings are once 
again safe. Until then, thanks to all who have 
made the first sixty years so successful!
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Fontaine and Meeh Conservation Area
Squam received a wonderful gift in the form of a 
donated conservation easement from Meagan Fontaine 
and Gem Meeh on the former Longhaul Farm property 
off Route 113 in Holderness. The 18-acre conservation 
area is mostly old growth hemlock, maple, oak, and 
birch. Howe Brook runs along the western boundary 
and a small stream runs along the northern boundary 
line; which according to Meagan, turns into a “roaring 
river” during snow melt. This land provides floodwater 
retention and valuable filtration of surface runoff.

Meagan and Gem built a beautiful energy-efficient 
home in the non-conserved land from wood they milled 
themselves, including white ash flooring and cabinets 
from trees harvested from family lands elsewhere before 
the dreaded emerald ash borer could devastate them.

Michael Preserve
Following a long negotiation and a short fund-
raising campaign, SLCS acquired the 14-acre Michael 
Preserve located at the intersection of Coolidge Farm 
Road and Route 113 in Sandwich. This property is 
part of the Upper Asquam Preserve (see page 4 for 
a description). The key feature of this property is 
the protection of Thompson Brook, which feeds into 
Intervale Pond and eventually into Squaw Cove in 
Squam Lake.

“This land is deeply special to us, especially in its current state 
as part of a functioning forest ecosystem. Conserving our land 
with SLCS means that we get to share our affection for these 
woods with others in the present time as well as having the 
assurance that future generations will be able to do the same. 

We may own our woods and land, but we feel that it is not ours, or anyone’s. We are a mere chapter in the story of 
this place and intend to spend our time here treading as lightly as we can.” - Gem and Meagan
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Tompkins Preserve
The Upper Asquam Preserve is the largest undeveloped block of land within a 
mile of Big Squam Lake. This area contains four great ponds, extensive wetlands 
including a rare black-gum swamp, and exquisite wildlife habitat. With the 
addition of the recently purchased 82-acre Tompkins Preserve, this area is also 
the most protected (61%).

The Tompkins family became owners of this forested tract in 1947, when Jean 
and Chris Tompkins, a WWII General, acquired the Chick’s Corner land at the 
intersection of Route 113 and Mill Bridge Road to enjoy the quiet of Squam. The 
Preserve lot has been very well managed over these many years and includes 
the largest known black ash tree in NH! 

The land generally slopes moderately south and west from the two roadways, and 
includes a large number of seeps and intermittent streams. The land nearest the 
roads was former agricultural land, as evidenced by stone walls, stone culverts, 
and stone piles. The south border is Burrows Brook, with good water quality, 
native brook trout, and a rich diversity of stream macro-invertebrates. Evidence 
of moose, deer, bear, mink, ermine, raccoon, coyote, fox, and snowshoe hare 
are abundant. 
SLCS will convey 
a conservation 
easement to the 
LRCT.
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Dot Banks Nature Trail
Squam has a new nature trail, and it’s a beauty! Starting 
at the new parking area on the Tompkins Preserve on 
Mill Bridge Road in Sandwich, the 1.2 mile trail will 
lead you through a white birch grove, by the state-
champion black ash tree near Tompkins Brook, across 
a new bridge crossing Burrows Brook at the junction 
of a tall rock outcrop and a beaver dam, to an open 
area overlooking the picturesque Lost Lake.

As a nature trail, we seek to minimize our human footprint, which will include leaving pets at home. You will be 
pleased you did, as you will be entering an area of the Squam watershed that few have explored and is worthy of 
the highest level of protection. This trail is a joint project with the Lakes Region Conservation Trust, Nat Coolidge, 
and Dot’s family.

“Dot’s beautiful spirit touched all who knew her with love and joy. She was 
cheerfully outgoing and known for her contagious laugh, optimism and 
generosity. After family and friends, her greatest loves were for nature and 
writing. She was absolutely passionate about every aspect of the natural 
world and delighted in finding tracks; helping turtles cross the road; being 
on a constant lookout for birds; and even identifying scat, which she would 
excitedly break apart to determine its contents and source. She cared 
deeply for all wild critters from bugs and bats to bears and snakes, but owls 
were her greatest passion. As you walk the Dot Banks Nature Trail through 
these beautiful woods, observe and experience your own sense of wonder 
at nature’s beauty and spirit, as Dot loved to do.” Photo by Ben Wymer

State Champion Black Ash Tree
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Pandemic Pandemonium— 
What Does It All Mean for Stewardship?

Boy, things got upside down in a hurry. You may be wondering how the current 
state of affairs affects how the Conservation Society is going to steward all of those 
conservation easements and manage the land it owns? Well, as Aristotle said, “A 
promise made must be a promise kept.” 

The good news is that the Conservation Society is well positioned to handle 
the current situation. We’ve been protecting land for 60 years. It’s quite a 
remarkable achievement for a small land trust. For the last 30 years we have 
been faithfully adding to the stewardship endowment to ensure that we will 
be able to uphold all of the promises we have made—to those that have come 
before us, to those who currently enjoy Squam, and to those that have yet to 
experience this remarkable landscape. So, while some cultural and economic 
values will forever be influenced by the pandemic, the SLCS stewardship 
responsibilities remain the same. 

Given that our obligations endure, we are always looking to do things better, 
and more efficiently. “Technology” can help, but there are so many options with 
varying costs and complexities! One of the programs SLCS volunteers use for 
easement monitoring is called Avenza Maps…and you, too, can use it for your 
daily hikes or walks!

Avenza Maps is a free app (but there are paid subscriptions with more versatility) 
that you can download from the app store. When a volunteer monitor plans to go 
out to a property, we can email to them a map of the property they are going to visit. By simply opening up Avenza 
and clicking a few intuitive buttons on their phone, they open the map and see exactly where they are on the 
property. They see where they are in relation to the boundaries, and they can track where they’ve been! They can 
take geo-referenced pictures, describe things, navigate, measure distance, etc. And even better, if they get turned 
around on a big property, they can figure out how to get back to the car! But wait, there’s more…Once they have 
completed their visit, with the click of a button, they can email SLCS a copy of the track that they followed, complete 

with pictures and descriptions. It’s easy, it’s efficient, and it’s fun. SLCS ends up 
with a great map of what was monitored and this helps improve our stewardship 
records for the long term. 

This year we have also installed a new Salesforce database system called Locate. 
Pulling information from the database, we can create a fillable-PDF monitoring 
form specific to each property so monitors will be able to type their reports and 
email it to the office. For those that do this, there is no more scanning, collating, 
copying, etc. And, the reports will be fully legible! (Not naming names for those 
folks who have writing like my doctor…) It’s super efficient, super easy, and again, 
improves our record keeping for the long run.

So you see, the Conservation Society’s stewardship obligations endure, but we 
have to adapt how we accomplish them as we look to the future. The current 
pandemic pandemonium may have thrown us all for a loop, but we will get 
through it together and we will learn new things we didn’t think possible as 
challenges become opportunities. Figuring out a way to conserve, protect, and 
steward land is one of the things we do best, thanks in large part to the Squam 
community. So as we lean in to working on land conservation for the NEXT 60 
years, keep bringing your help, energy and ideas as we further our mission of 
being “promise-keepers” of this place we all love.

All Things Stewardship . . .
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Welcome to Our 2020 AmeriCorps Members!

Sophie Garbuz
Hello, I am Ariel Garbuz, but everyone calls me Sophie! I was born 
and raised in Connecticut. I graduated in May with a B.S. in Wildlife 
Ecology from the University of Maine. I want to be on the frontline 
with those halting environmental degradation. I spend my time being 
active; hiking, canoeing, kayaking, swimming, snorkeling, camping, 
biking, and (indoor) rock climbing. When indoors I read and hang out 
with my cat, Rain, and mouse, Earl. I am so excited to get to know 
this beautiful area and the passionate SLCS staff! I am looking forward 
to watching the current trail we are creating evolve and have others 
admire the beauty just as we have been able to. I cannot wait for all 
the things I learn, and to call this exquisite place home. 

Ben Wymer
Hello there! My name is Ben Wymer. Originally from Ohio, I decided to 
move east to New Hampshire where I graduated from the University of New 
Hampshire this spring. Having studied wildlife and conservation biology, 
I spent the past two summers studying small mammals. I have come to 
love the beauty and diversity of habitats and wildlife here. In a way of 
giving back, I hope to promote the conservation of the Squam watershed 
by assisting the Squam Lakes Conservation Society with their stewardship 
of properties around the watershed. By using best management practices, 
we hope to decrease the erosion of soils, thereby decreasing the sediment 
load that is deposited in Squam Lakes. Thus, we can help to improve 
the water quality in the lakes. Additionally, our monitoring of trees and 
terrestrial ecosystems gives light to management techniques that ensure 
healthy and productive forests.

Follow Sophie and Ben on Facebook and Instagram
Flies, bees, and butterflies oh my! Pollinators come in all shapes and sizes. A greater 
diversity of native, flowering plants helps promote the abundance and diversity of 
pollinator species. 

Fun facts about native bee species:
- The hairier the bee, the better! More hairs help to hold and transport pollen from 

flower to flower.
- Busy bees indeed! Compared to European honey bees, native bees are active 

earlier and later in the day.
- Upwards of 250 native bee species in NH.
- Native bees use both the nectar (which provide carbs) and pollen 

(which provide protein).

How to help improve bee habitat?
- Leave some patches of exposed ground for bees to burrow into and nest.
- Leave dead wood around or create/buy bee hotel.
- Provide plant species that flower at different times of the year.

Facebook: Squam Lakes Conservation Society
Instagram: squamlakesconservationsociety

Photos by Ben Wymer
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Eastman Brook Parking Area
SLCS, through a generous donor, has 
constructed an eight-car parking area on 
the Eastman Brook Preserve on Route 113 
in Sandwich to service a new trail which will 
link the Col Trail to the Doublehead Preserve. 
SLA will coordinate the construction of the 
Eastman Brook Trail this year, adding it to their 
inventory of SLA-maintained trails.

Welcome to Sara Hixon 
Sara joined SLCS in March 2020 as bookkeeper and administrative 
support. She served 11 years as Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
for the Town of Holderness. Sara and her husband, Casey, own and 
operate Hixon Logging and Tree Service, LLC in Holderness. They 
are proud parents of sons Dylan, who serves in the US Marine Corp; 
and Logan, who graduated from Plymouth Regional High School this 
past June and is working for the family business. Sara and Casey with 
their dog Bow stay busy in their off-time outdoors hiking, kayaking, 
boating, fishing, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling.

2020 CARES ACT Tax Law 
Changes on Charitable Giving

For taxpayers that itemize, this suspends the 
60% of AGI limit for charitable cash contribution 
deductions to a public charity (including federal, 
state and local governments) for 2020 for cash 
contributions made during calendar year 2020.

The suspension does not apply to contributions to a 
donor-advised fund or a Sec. 509(a)(3) supporting 
organization.

It provides a partial above-the-line charitable 
deduction for 2020 capped at $300 (only for those 
taking standard deduction).

Planned Giving: 
The Heron Society

Leaving a legacy of Squam protected in 
perpetuity—could there be a better way 
to make a difference? If you are interested 
in supporting SLCS through your estate 
plan, please contact us. If you have already 
named SLCS in your will or IRA, we thank 
you and ask you to please let us know so 
that we can honor your wishes. Your estate 
gift is legacy for future generations to enjoy. 
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PO Box 696
Holderness, NH 03245-0696 
Phone: 603-968-7900 
foreversquam.org

Squam’s Land Trust

The Society’s mission is to preserve the unique quality and character of the Squam 
watershed by protecting lands for present and future generations.

Squam Lookout is printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper manufactured from sustainable raw materials and free of chlorine chemistry.
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Squam Lakes Conservation Society 
2020 Annual Meeting

Saturday, August 15th, 9 am 
Virtual Meeting

R.S.V.P. alicia@foreversquam.org
Check foreversquam.org for more information

A Night with the Stars

A Celebration of 
Conservation and 

Community
August 15th - 9 pm

Let’s see if we can get the entire 
Squam Community to switch off 

lights for 60 minutes in celebration of 
our last 60 years of conserving land.

Turn off the lights.
Turn up the quiet.

It will be a time to remember.

Share your stories at #squamlakes
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