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Squam’s Land TrustTeamwork
A team is defined as a group of individuals working together 
to achieve a common goal. In 1963 SLCS Board President 
William Dunnell wrote, “A beehive is more productive than 
individuals orbiting in space.” More recently Michael Jordan 
said, “Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence 
win championships.”

Teamwork is how SLCS has managed to achieve so many 
of our goals during its first 60 years as Squam’s Land Trust. 
Our good fortune starts with you, our dedicated members. 
I would add it helps having a timeless and focused mission, 
outstanding volunteers to fulfill our growing stewardship 
obligations, an outstanding board, and a competent staff.

The SLCS staff has been remarkably stable for many years, but its composition is changing. Earlier this year we 
welcomed Sara Hixon as our in-house bookkeeper, but Zak Brohinsky, our guru mapmaker, was boxed out by the 
pandemic. Then in November Alicia Abbott announced her imminent retirement after 14 productive years. Two 
weeks later we hired former AmeriCorps Member Ben Wymer as a land protection associate to make maps, perform 
land management, and help with acquisitions. Soon Alicia’s role will be filled by Samantha Tracy.

Alicia changed the trajectory of SLCS by improving the look of every aspect of our organization, including the look of these 
newsletters, website, social media posts, brochures, and every other print media we use. In addition, Alicia took care of 
donation processing, responding to requests for information, and more personally for me, served as my voice of reason, 
which truth be told is no small task! Alicia deserves all of our thanks for her teamwork, intelligence, and many contributions.

While there’s no trophy on our shelves, something much more rewarding is obtained. We are all the champions of 
permanent land protection, which are won as a result of our ability to work together. It is with profound gratitude 
that I thank all of you on our team, and notably Alicia and Zak, for making land conservation a lasting achievement.

 Onward… 

Photo by Ben Wymer

Ben, Pete, Doug, Alicia, Sophie, Sara, and Roger at Lost Lake



Martin-Demos Woods
On September 18, 2020 SLCS closed 
on the 83-acre conservation easement 
to be known as the Martin-Demos 
Woods, named after Bud Martin and 
Margaret Demos. Bud and Margaret 
have been extraordinary stewards of 
this land since 1983. The conservation 
area is comprised of a mature forest of 
hardwood and hemlock, with substantial 
frontage on Barville Pond. Barville is 
one of the most protected ponds in 
the Squam watershed, and now will be 
even more so. It is fed by Burrows Brook 
entering from the north, with the outlet 
on the south flowing into the head of 
Sandwich Bay on Big Squam Lake.

This is the third project completed by SLCS 
this year in the area known as the Upper 
Asquam Preserve. The Preserve includes 
11 miles of shoreline on Squam Lake, three Great Ponds, extensive wetlands (including a rare black-gum swamp), few 
paved roads, and a trail network for observation of the abundant wildlife. It’s both the largest and least developed block 
of land in the Squam watershed within a mile of the lake and the most protected, with 61% of its nearly 2,000 acres 
now permanently conserved. (The other two Upper Asquam projects completed this year are the Tompkins Preserve 
and the Michael Preserve.)

We are deeply indebted to the many donors who helped us raise the $60,000 necessary to fund this important 
project. We look forward to working with the new owners to continue the exemplary stewardship of Bud and 
Margaret.

Forever Squam . . .
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The Carbon Cash-back Coalition
Jerry Beck, C3 Representative

Climate scientists tell us that we must transition from a carbon-based economy to a clean energy-based 
economy to avoid the most catastrophic effects of climate change. Economists tell us that the cheapest and 
fairest way to reduce climate pollution is to put a price on it and return ALL the revenue collected back to 
households.

A group of NH citizens concerned about the climate crisis in late 2019 decided to do something about it. 
The result was the creation of the Carbon Cash-back Coalition (C3). How could a group of all volunteers with 
no budget and very little time make their voices heard? The New Hampshire way of course, through town 
meetings. In 2020 C3 was able to get a “Resolution to Take Action on Climate Pollution” warrant article on 
the ballot in 40 NH towns. Twenty-eight of them passed. In 2021 C3 hopes to get even more towns to pass 
the warrant article.

A small group of Holderness residents got it done in our town. At town meeting, residents applauded after 
each person spoke in favor of the article and the article passed overwhelmingly. It took some work but the 
results were well worth it! If the article didn’t pass in your town in 2020, hopefully you will get a chance to 
pass it in 2021. For more information see: carboncashback.org.

Fighting the Emerald Ash Borer 
Ben Wymer

Starting in the late spring or early summer of 2021 the Squam 
Lakes Conservation Society will partner with the NH Division of 
Forests and Lands (NHDFL) to conduct two treatments (one black 
ash and the other white ash) of an insecticide called emamectin 
benzoate on the Tompkins Preserve in order to prevent the 
eradication of ash trees as the emerald ash borer (EAB) continues 
to advance north. After a site visit in early September, two sites 
were chosen due to their abundance of black and white ash, 
respectively. Both sites are located along Tompkins Brook and 
are separated by the Dot Banks Nature Trail. North of the trail 
will be the site for white ash, while south of the trail will be the 
site for black ash, including the state champion black ash tree 
(shown in this photo.)

Each test group will have 8-12 trees injected with the insecticide. 
Individual trees will have a few, small holes drilled into the base 
where 3 mL of emamectin benzoate will be injected into each. 
After injections, plugs will be placed in the holes to retain the 
insecticide until it has been absorbed by the tree. Injections will 
be administered every three to four years to maintain the trees’ 
resistance to the EAB.

The selection of treatment trees will be at the discretion of 
NHDFL. The hope of this project will be to save mature, healthy 
ashes from which the populations may recover after the 
emerald ash borer population has peaked and receded. The 
state champion black ash tree will be one of the trees selected 
for this treatment.Champion Black Ash Tree
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All Things Stewardship . . .

Thanks to Ben & Sophie
May 22nd seems like a long time ago, and well, I 
guess it was. That was the day that two fabulous 
AmeriCorps members arrived in Holderness at 
the Conservation Society to help with all kinds 
of tasks to keep this place humming and in high 
gear. Sophie Garbuz and Ben Wymer joined the 
team and jumped right in. They were quick 
learners, hard workers, and generally a whole 
bunch of fun!

Their accomplishments are many, but the 
achievement that stands out the most is the 
completion of the Dot Banks Nature Trail on the 

Tompkins Preserve. Fresh out of college, they quickly learned how to lay out a trail. They cut brush, lopped branches, 
moved rocks, built stone steps, and removed dead trees. They were awesome. They lugged and peeled 25’ hemlock 
trees to build a span-bridge over Burrows Brook. They worked with volunteers. They hammered, nailed, drilled, 
screwed, scraped and painted to put the finishing touches on the new trail. 

But it wasn’t just brawn. These guys had brains, too! They learned to use GIS software to create awesome maps 
with LIDAR, topo, wetlands, and boundaries to advance our land conservation mission; they also used Avenza to 
document conditions on new land projects. They researched and wrote pieces to include in our new kiosks. They 
did it all. And they did it with a smile. 

We wish Sophie and Ben well as they embark on their next steps to becoming the NextGen 
of conservationists!

Building Bridges
Sophie Garbuz & Ben Wymer

It’s not every day that someone says, “So, we’re building bridges,” and 
actually means building physical bridges! Sure enough though, this 
summer we were tasked with building a bridge long enough to span a 
twenty-three foot length across Burrows Brook for our new trail, the Dot 
Banks Nature Trail. What was to come was a memorable and well-earned 
experience.

After felling three hemlocks and hauling in wheelbarrow after wheelbarrow 
of planking and equipment, the construction could begin. There was 
many a hot, sweaty day, not to mention the occasional slip into the 
water between the beginning and end, but layer by layer the bridge was 

built. First, we constructed 
a support on either side, 
followed closely by the three 
hemlock trunks as stringers 
that spanned the length of the 23-foot gap. Next, the planks were 
layered three high to create a stable and level treadway on which 
to walk. Finally, a young hophornbeam was felled and lashed into 
place to serve as a railing. And voila! The bridge was completed.

This bridge is a wonderful spot to rest and relax as you listen to the 
gurgling of the brook and the song of birds. We hope everyone may 
enjoy it as we have!
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Connecting the Dots: Mount Chocorua to Squam Lake
Pier Pennoyer

Running from Mount Chocorua to Squam Lake in one continuous 
effort and finishing specifically on “jumping rock” at Five Finger Point 
was an idea that I’d been obsessing about for a while.

The idea was born on a winter evening in 2019 during a conversation 
with my friend, Brandon Spera. We both had grown up under 
the tutelage of my grandfather, Tom Beal, who was a master at 
connecting the dots that had never previously been linked together. 
As the night progressed maps were scattered on the table and the 
mapping software “Avenza” was pulled-up on the computer. We 
started drawing lines through the contours, linking trails we had only 
known as isolated networks. Suddenly we began to see a pattern 
- the Sandwich Range is a true corridor to the White Mountains. 
Brandon saw it first; the red line penned on his map began at the 
Piper Trail in Albany, and went up Chocorua, down the Bee Line trail, 
over Mt. Paugus, around Passaconaway, over Whiteface, around Flat 
Mountain Pond, through the heart of the Sandwich Wilderness, over 
Sandwich Dome, down Black Mountain to Sandwich Notch Road. 
Then 2.5 miles down the road it took a sharp right turn up the 
Crawford Ridgepole Trail, summited Doublehead, Mount Squam, 
and Webster, over to Mount Percival before descending down to 
Route 113 and over the Rattlesnakes. We decided to end with a 
swim at Five Finger Point. 

Our route would summit nine peaks and hit a total of 40 miles 
with 13,000 feet of elevation gain. Once planned, I began to ask 

friends of mine, who had done impressive runs in the Squam Range, if they had heard of a similar route, but the 
answer was always a ubiquitous no. To be honest, I attempted this route in the summer of 2019, but was forced 
to abandon 20 miles into it due to a lack of water and a poor estimate on distances. The takeaway from that 
day was, (a) humidity matters and (b) the terrain between Mount Chocorua and Mount Whiteface is extremely 
difficult with lots of climbing. 

On August 27, 2020 everything came together: good fitness, 
low humidity, dry trails, and an open schedule. I had enlisted 
three generations of support: my grandmother, my mother, 
and my co-conspirator Brandon. We established meeting 
places along the route so that I could refuel and change shoes 
if necessary. At 7 AM I started at the Piper Trailhead. I finished 
the run 8.5 hours later and was picked up by boat by my 
grandmother at Five Finger Point. 

Looking back, the day is a blur. Since then I googled the 
SLCS Map of Conserved Land and was astonished by 
how many parcels of conserved land I had crossed. I then 
googled LRCT’s map of conserved land and marveled at 
the significant network of land preserved forever by these 
two organizations. As residents of the Squam region, we 
have the unique fortune of accessing the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire, one of the greatest areas of wilderness 
in the country, from our own back door thanks in large 
part because of two small non-profit organizations. It is 
this notion of connectivity that keeps me motivated to run 
and connect even more points on a map.
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Welcome Back Georgie Smith 
We are thrilled to welcome Georgie back to the SLCS Board after a ten-year hiatus. 
After many years in the Baltimore area, Georgie and husband Mark Fetting became 
full-time residents of Center Harbor five years ago.

Most of Georgie’s early career was spent working in foster care. She and her husband 
ran and owned Camp Brightside, an outdoor adventure camp for students from 
Baltimore City for 10 years. Until recently, she taught Kindergarten in a Baltimore 
City School.

A Night with the Stars
In celebration of SLCS’s 60th year as Squam’s Land Trust we asked 
people around the watershed to extinguish artificial light for one 
hour the night of August 15th. Here are just a few of the stories 
we’ve heard from their experiences.

I was invited to share the evening on my friends’ dock. We looked 
out on the northern side of Squam Lake and the Squam Range. We 
saw very few lights other than one flashing buoy! The sounds were 
wonderful, a couple of loons calling with separate messages, and the 
lapping of the waves against the shoreline. It was so peaceful and 
enjoyable sharing the evening with close friends. What a great way to 
celebrate 60 years of conservation! Hooray! Lisa 

We just came in from the lake. Our Needham, MA kids and grandkids 
were with us in the boat at 9 p.m. tonight. From beyond Kimball 
Island we could see only stars. . . almost no lights at all for Holderness 
and Sandwich Bay shoreline. It was stunning. Thanks. Diane

Our daughter’s boyfriend proposed 
to her on our dock at sunset that 
Saturday. By the time we were ready for 
dinner, it was almost 9:00. We ate and 
celebrated by candlelight. Certainly a 
memorable night! Anonymous

Annual Meeting
The 2020 SLCS Annual Meeting was unlike any other, but that would be 
expected given the pandemic. Missing were the hugs, Moulton’s coffee 
and doughnuts, and that special feeling when we all gather. We especially 
missed the hoopla we had planned to celebrate our 60th anniversary of 
conserving land in the Squam watershed.

The meeting was conducted virtually. Win Brown, president, welcomed the 
over 100 members and thanked them for their extraordinary support. 
Roger used the virtual format 
to show images of the recently 
conserved projects, a video put 

together by our AmeriCorps Members Ben and Sophie with amazing wildlife 
photos, a timeline of the last sixty years of conserving Squam, and an interactive 
map of the watershed, which is available on our website www.foreversquam.org.

Win conducted the election by our members of Georgie Smith as a new director 
(see below) and the current slate of officers. He also thanked longtime director 
and chair of our lands committee, Frank Stevens. Frank has been instrumental 
in the growth of conservation over the last decade, helping us grow from 90 
to 155 conserved properties in that span, including conserving his own land 
called Lakeview Farm.

It is our hope to be able to gather in person once again next year, but in any case, 
we know we can continue to count on the tremendous support of our members. 
Thank you! Frank on Lakeview Farm

6



The Next Generation
There is always a next generation – the kids 
who grew up loving Squam and are now 
sharing that love of place with their own 
young families. The SLCS Next Gen Task 
Force was created to foster relationships 
between younger families within the 
Squam community and to encourage more 
active participation in the stewardship of 
Squam’s conserved land. 

In true COVID-19 fashion, our planned 
Summer 2020 events – social gatherings 
with kids running around, great beer, 
and even better company – morphed 
into a few small virtual events where we 
reconnected with old friends and met 
new friends. And while we hope that the 
summer of 2021 will allow for in-person 
events we will be ready to expand on our 
Zoom sessions as a means to also spread 
the word.

To learn more about The SLCS Next Gen Task Force sign up to receive our monthly email at
nextgen@foreversquam.org and spread the word to friends and family.

“When We Were Kids” 
One way you can get involved right now is our Squam Photo 
Contest! We all have memories of those Squam traditions we 
cherished as kids. Those special experiences that make Squam such 
a great place – the first dive off Jumping Rock, the biggest fish 
you caught off Kimball, the first sail to Perch, you and your camp 
buddies canoeing through Piper Cove or those cheese and cracker 
sundowners with grandma and grandpa anchored off Moon. Next 
Generation hopes to inspire those 
memories with a “When We Were 
Kids” flashback photo contest. 

Here’s how it works:

1. Find the best flashback photos from when you were a kid on Squam.

2. Post it to Instagram using #SLCSphotocontest. (if you don’t have Instagram 
you can also email your picture to nextgen@foreversquam.org.) 

3. Encourage your siblings, cousins, friends and family to post their own photos! 

The best photo will be chosen by January 31, 2020. As our first photo 
contest winner, your photo will be showcased on our Instagram, Facebook, 
and NextGen email and $50 will be donated to SLCS in your honor to help 
conserve Squam. Good luck!

Generations at play during the 2018 kite flying event
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PO Box 696
Holderness, NH 03245-0696 
Phone: 603-968-7900 
foreversquam.org

Squam’s Land Trust

The Society’s mission is to preserve the unique quality and character of the Squam 
watershed by protecting lands for present and future generations.

Squam Lookout is printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper manufactured from sustainable raw materials and free of chlorine chemistry.
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Bonnie Hunt
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DIRECTORS
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Advancement
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Stewardship

Doug Hill
Ben Wymer

Land Protection

Sara Hixon
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Forever SQUAM
by Robert J. Kozlow

Pick up a copy at the SLCS office, $30.00.
When purchased at SLCS

all proceeds go to land conservation.

Dr. Kozlow has a special gift for capturing the timeless spirit of 
Squam and its community. His images in this book transcend time 
and reach across everyday experiences to inspire us and connect 
us to the awe and majesty of Squam’s land, lake, and people.

Virtual Science Pubs 
The Secret World of Squam

Join us via Zoom on the second Tuesday of the month
January 12 - April 13, 2021 at 6:00 pm

Do you know what a Daphnia is? Have you closely examined our native orchids? Have you 
paused to ponder the diversity of lichens growing on rocks and trees? Join us for the 2021 
Virtual Science Pub series as we dive into the rare and largely unknown inhabitants of the 
Squam Watershed. Presentations will be held via Zoom. Advance registration for each 
session is required to receive login info. Visit foreversquam.org for a schedule of speakers.

Sponsored by the Squam Lakes Conservation Society, Squam Lakes Natural Science 
Center, and Squam Lakes Association.

Give the Gift of Conservation
by making a membership donation in the name 

of a friend or family member!

Membership at Squam Lakes Conservation Society 
is the perfect gift for all those special occasions.

Give the gift that lasts all year.

Email roger@foreversquam.org.




