
Squam Lookout
Summer 2015

Squam’s Land Trust

Forever Squam … Pg 3
 All Things Stewardship ... Pgs 4 & 5
  Whitten Woods Update … Pg 7

www.foreversquam.org

It’s All About the . . .
Dan Leonard

When someone asks, “What is your favorite thing about Squam?” there is a good chance you have a response ready; 
a particularly breathtaking view, the nightly cry of the loon, the conservation focused community, or maybe even 
the fishing. For me, it’s all about the weather. Specifically, I’m fascinated by Squam’s unique microclimate which 
sets it apart from the rest of the northeast. Ever since I was old enough to walk I’ve had a passion for all things 
meteorology, and I owe a good deal of that interest to having spent childhood summers in the Lakes Region. Simply 
put, the weather is different here.

Why? Well, I believe the combination 
of a relatively low elevation, the close 
proximity to the White Mountains as 
well as the Atlantic Ocean puts Squam 
in a position that, with perhaps a few 
exceptions in Maine, separates it 
from all other Lakes in the northeast. 
A relative stone’s throw from the 
highest peaks in the northeast, 
Squam is closer to more 4000 footers 
than just about any other large lake in 
New England. In addition to gracing 
it with natural splendor, the northern 
flanking ranges provide “protection” 
from the advancing cumulus clouds 
which choke out the sun over the 
higher terrain. Lake goers may gaze 
north toward billowing midday 

clouds with trepidation, only to watch the majority dissipate and vanish on their down-sloping journey toward the 
Lake during the afternoon. Even the lake itself will have “sunnier” spots on any given day, owing to localized wind 
eddies generated by the Squam Range and Red Hill. Those of us with a sun worshiping family member or two are 
familiar with the phrase, “let’s take the boat down to the other end of the lake—it looks sunnier there!”

An example of Cumulus clouds building over the Squam Range

Continued on page 6
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Onward . . . Thoughts From Our Executive Director

Food for Thought…
Summer. It’s all about the… blueberries, going for a 
cool dip, summer novels, gathering with friends and 
family, long days, or if you prefer, it’s all about the 
bass. It’s easy to love summer around here. But do you 
ever spend a summer’s day wondering about how land 
conservation is a tangible factor in the quality of our 
lives? I do.

In this edition of the Squam Lookout, we celebrate 
the permanent protection of Overlook Farm in Center 
Harbor. The extensive fields on this property have 
been farmed by John Moulton Farms for many years 
producing corn, pumpkins and other produce for 
the surrounding community. While we hope that the 
agricultural use of this land continues for many more 

years, we cannot guarantee that Overlook Farm fields will always be farmed. What we can be sure of is that 
this important property will not be subdivided or built upon. 

This leads me to thinking about the plentiful fresh local 
produce in the Squam area. There are farmers markets in 
Ashland, Plymouth, Sandwich, and Moultonborough, and 
there are farm stands in every local town. At the SLCS office, 
we are pleased to belong to Local Foods Plymouth’s Farm 
to Desk program. Order online by Wednesday and fresh 
produce is delivered to our office on Friday. My favorite is 
fresh corn from Longview Farm (a convenient and frequent 
stop on my way home.) It’s outrageously good. While we 
are glad to support local farms, we are also pleased to help 
ensure there will always be fields available for agriculture. 

But the role of land conservation goes beyond the protection of farmland. We also protect shoreland, such as 
the Guyre’s Conservation Area, another recently completed project. We protect trail corridors, which is a big 
feature of the Whitten Woods project. We protect working forest and ensure there is a forest buffer to protect 
our streams and groundwater. We protect our viewshed, which is one of the many goals of the Squam Uplands 
Initiative. But most importantly, we help protect what Squam represents: a lifestyle that treasures family, good 
food, and good times. Thanks for helping us protect Squam. Onward…

The Squam Uplands brochure is now available 
for pickup at the SLCS office or upon request by 
mail. This beautiful photo-rich brochure will look 
great on a coffee table, and will hopefully spur 
more conversation about the need to protect our 
upper elevation. We are grateful to Clay Dingman 
of Barking Cat Productions for the layout, and 
the striking photos taken by Kenneth Hamilton.

Photo by Kenneth Hamilton
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Forever Squam . . .
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News from the Lands front: SLCS completed two important projects in July, 
bringing our total number of permanently protected properties to 120.

Guyre Conservation Area 
Long-time SLCS supporters Paul and Ronnie Guyre 
signed their conservation easement permanently 
protecting 12 acres of their 15-acre tract on Intervale 
Pond in Sandwich, including approximately 350 feet 
of pristine shorefront. The reserved area containing 
their existing home is also permanently protected 
from additional shoreline development or subdivi-
sion. The Guyre preserve is critical to protection of 
the Intervale Pond area because it joins the Nancy 
and Laury Coolidge easement with other protected 
land. This forest land on the east side of the pond 
rises rather abruptly in elevation, making protection 
of the natural systems and the viewlines of the Guyre 
preserve especially significant. It is interesting to note 

that the initial dis-
cussions about this 
easement began in 
2002! Sometimes 
conservation proj-
ects take a while, 
but it is always 
worth the wait! 

Overlook Farm 
The members of the Bennett Family are also long time supporters 
of SLCS. Ellen F. D. Bennett passed away in 2010, leaving Overlook, 
her farm in Center Harbor, to the Ellen F. D. Bennett Trust. 
Consistent with Ellen’s wishes, the two Trustees, her widower John 
Bennett and Fiduciary Trust Company, have just completed the 
bargain sale donation of a conservation easement protecting 18 
acres of the 23-acre farm. This important easement protects one 
of the few remaining 
working tillage areas in 
the Squam watershed, 
part of which will 

continue to be farmed by John Moulton. More than 1700 feet of 
undeveloped frontage on scenic College Road is now permanently 
protected thanks to the generosity of the Bennett family. As with the 
Guyre preserve, additional restrictions contained in the easement 
limit future development of the non-easement dwelling and barn 
area. Overlook Farm, subject to this wonderful new conservation 
easement, is now listed for sale.

3



All Things Stewardship . . .

Managing the Portfolio: Taking the Long View
Save early. Save often. That was the economics lesson my uncle gave me as he handed me a very modest 
check that represented the final disposition of my grandmother’s estate after her death at 96 years old. Being 
one of 11 grandkids, it wasn’t much, but the message was delivered. This was the same grandmother who, 
when I graduated from high school, gave me my first US savings bond. It was a $25.00 bond for which she 
paid $18.75. The deal with savings bonds is that you buy them below “face value” and as they mature, they 
earn a guaranteed interest for up to 30 years. My savings bond maxed out seven years ago, after 30 years, 
with a cash value of $106.94 (less taxes, of course!). I’ve chosen to hang on to that old bond and not cash it. 
It’s no longer earning interest, but remarkably, its value continues to rise! Well, its value to me that is.

SLCS continues to build a well-managed portfolio to help cover our stewardship expenses long into the future. 
It, too, has increasing economic value (hopefully). But what SLCS’s other portfolio? You know, the one with all 
the trees in it? The one with the beautiful shoreline? The vernal pools? The moose habitat? The scenic vistas? 
The trails? I’m talking about the “Squam portfolio” of land managed by SLCS!

Much the same as you do with financial portfolios, SLCS is currently conducting a review of the management 
objectives on the SLCS owned lands in the Squam portfolio. It’s a complicated task…sure, there’s economic 
value to consider. But we also have to figure in historical, scenic, wildlife, and public recreational values as 
well! And to make it even more complex, every one of us who looks at these lands may have different ideas 
on which value is most important. 

SLCS was fortunate to receive a grant from the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service that has allowed 
us to hire a professional forester to help us with developing management plans for each parcel SLCS owns. 
What is in a management plan you ask? Well, it includes all kinds of information that should be considered 
when you think about managing land for the longterm…timber values, special natural features, trail use, 
important plant communities, etc. When the plans are complete, the SLCS Stewardship Committee will begin 
establishing priorities and strategies to improve all of the values of the portfolio. We’ll be managing for the 
same long view and balanced approach you’ve come to expect from SLCS. 

Over 55 years ago, someone must have whispered into the ears of the SLCS founders those same words my 
uncle passed to me, “Save early. Save often.” However, the portfolio they were building was one of conserved 
land. Good advice I’d say, whether it’s finances or land. And as the “Squam portfolio” continues to grow, we 
can all be thankful that we are the beneficiaries. 
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O  T  T  E  R  U  P  O  C  Y  L  G  N  I  S  A  B  P  J 
X  N  Y  Z  L  D  E  U  T  A  O  E  J  A  M  O  U  S  E 
B  G  U  B  R  W  B  A  H  A  R  O  R  Q  Z  F  X  H  E 
I  S  T  E  A  Z  W  U  R  O  N  N  T  U  J  N  T  E  W 
R  Q  O  X  T  B  X  R  E  N  K  Y  E  A  A  D  P  E  O 
C  D  P  I  S  E  H  O  E  G  I  A  N  S  T  L  Z  P  M 
H  P  I  T  D  N  H  C  S  Q  U  R  I  Y  U  O  K  K  T 
H  E  A  H  N  T  L  O  I  J  Y  D  O  G  M  G  P  M  G 
B  R  A  T  O  F  L  H  S  L  I  T  T  L  E  Y  A  R  D 
U  C  F  D  C  Q  O  C  T  F  E  M  M  A  J  M  N  B  L 
N  H  W  J  E  J  N  M  E  X  I  L  B  I  D  H  O  U  N 
A  E  I  M  S  F  G  K  R  N  K  A  H  Z  X  U  G  O  V 
M  R  O  S  C  R  Z  O  S  O  S  H  N  B  O  B  M  R  N 
W  E  P  R  A  G  Y  R  C  O  B  J  P  B  B  B  W  A  L 
O  K  N  I  M  R  U  G  L  L  A  B  M  I  K  L  H  I  Z 
B  U  Z  G  F  O  K  N  N  Q  S  C  W  E  W  E  O  S  J 
T  S  D  K  W  T  U  U  T  R  H  V  N  T  A  E  R  G  T 
C  S  O  U  N  O  O  L  E  L  T  T  I  L  X  X  Z  X  L 
T  D  U  C  K  N  H  M  V  Y  V  X  X  I  O  Q  R  H  H 

COMING SOON!
Is it a movie preview? A new 
shopping center? A new housing 
development? Fortunately it is 
none of the above. However, 
SLCS is making an effort to do a 
better job of informing people of 
the locations of lands that we own 

and manage. Part of this process will be to install a few new signs 
that will be visible from the road so that the travelling public will 
begin to understand the positive impact of conserved land on 
our daily lives here in the Squam communities. Awareness (as in, 
“Where is this land?”) is one of the first steps to building a long-
term, personal connection to conserved land and it helps us all 
appreciate what we have.

A preview of coming attractions – 
SLCS preserve signs under construction

Islands of Squam: Can You Find Them All?
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Yet, the same mountain range 
responsible for the pleasant, sunny days 
will often generate intense afternoon 
thunderstorms which barrel down 
into the Squam Valley with little to no 
warning. Ours is the first line of defense 
for the Lakes Region to these mountain 
generated squalls, many of which 
contain hail, gusty winds and frequent 
lightning. The observant storm watcher 
will note the difference in the sound 
of the storms here than elsewhere—
thunder resonates off the nearby 
hillsides across the water, making for 
some unique reverberations. Lakeside 
cottages with a northwestern exposure 
are particularly lucky in this respect; 
sure, sunsets are nice, but in my mind 
nothing beats a dockside vantage of an 
approaching cumulonimbus.

Of course, as much as I hate to admit it, Squam is particularly vulnerable to weather “ruts” as well. Though it 
enjoys fair conditions (peppered with a t-storm or two) on a prevailing northwesterly wind, an easterly flow 
will often bring the opposite with low clouds, drizzle and fog. Atlantic moisture from the Gulf of Maine is swept 
inland, cooling, rising and banking up 
against the southeastern facing slopes of 
the White Mountains. Though these low 
cloud banks have a tendency to “burn 
off” as the summer day goes on, Squam 
is often one of the last spots to clear 
thanks to its nestled position between 
the Whites and Red Hill. These are the 
gray, murky days best spent with a good 
book, puzzle, or board game marathon.

So the next time you’re out on the lake, 
take a moment to notice the weather 
and how it may differ from “home”, 
wherever that may be. Perhaps you will 
find yet another attribute to what makes 
Squam such a very special place.

It’s All About the Weather . . . continued from page 1

Dan Leonard is senior meteorologist at Weather Services International in 
Andover MA and a correspondent for the Weather Channel and CNBC. His 
family owns a cottage on High Haith where his interest in weather all began.

A thunderstorm dropping down from the White Mountains

A developing Cumulonimbus near Red Hill
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Whitten Woods
For many years, the land that is now being called “Whitten Woods” 
has gone largely unnoticed. No longer. Since we embarked on the 
effort to permanently protect this 414-acre tract in Ashland, many 
hikers have discovered its remarkable views and extraordinary 
wildlife habitat. We are pleased to be working in close partnership 
with the New England Forestry Foundation (NEFF), who would 
become the property owner, and the Squam Lakes Association 
(SLA), managers of the trail network.

The level of community support and interest has been outstanding. 
Through the leadership of Barry Gaw and several Ashland residents, 
over $80,000 in new pledges have been received. With the able assistance 
of Elizabeth Beeson, we’ve submitted $75,000 in grant applications, 
leaving about $30,000 left to raise to secure this jewel of a parcel. Thanks 
to all for helping get us one step closer to making Whitten Woods a 
treasure for all to discover and enjoy. For weekly updates, please visit 
foreversquam.org.

Hikers enjoy the rare sight of a 
blue moon (the second of two full 
moons in one calendar month) from 
Whitten Woods on July 31st.

Spectacular views, pleasant weather 
and a toast to the Blue Moon 
made for a fun and unique Whitten 
experience!
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The Society’s mission is to preserve the unique quality and character of the Squam 
watershed by protecting lands for present and future generations.
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First Fridays at Mill Brook Preserve
Stewardship Director, Pete Helm reports that after four work sessions the First 
Fridays volunteers have stopped seed growth of bittersweet on most of the Mill 
Brook Preserve. The process of eliminating this and other invasives is slow but 
important to the survival of the native plant populations on Squam Lake! 

There are remaining opportu-
nities to join the First Fridays 
team: September 4th and 
October 2nd. Contact Pete 
Helm at pete@squamlakes.com 
or at (603) 968-7900. Registra-
tion isn’t required, but a quick 
call is helpful to ensure we have 
sufficient snacks and beverages. 
Come prepared with sturdy 
work clothes, gloves, loppers 
if you have them…and bring 
along a friend!! 

George Gurney, Larry Blaine 
and Zak Brohinsky working to 

eliminate Bittersweet


