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Branching Out
Summer comes quickly in central New Hampshire. In a matter of
weeks, if not days or seemingly hours, trees and fields burst alive in
greenery. Once again, the hills branch out with life.

Over the last year, your Conservation Society has been branching out
in many ways. We’ve grown our portfolio of conserved land to 160
properties, expanded the staff to six, and continued building the
financial base. Member numbers are up. Giving is up. Social media
presence has gone from a handful of Facebook and Instagram
followers to over a thousand. The virtual Science Pubs (with the SLA
and Science Center) have had more participants than ever.

Poem found in Whitten Woods notebook

Bob Kozlow

After a long stretch of pandemic-induced isolation, it’s wonderful to be
able to once again spend time together, for real, not just virtually. We
can look forward to enjoying each other’s company and Moulton’s
cider-belly donuts at our Annual Meeting at Mt. Israel Farm on August
14th. We may have missed celebrating our 60th anniversary last year,
but now, there’s so much more to celebrate!

This summer, Pete and Ben will be training dozens of new
property monitors. Doug and Sara will continue to work hard on
our behalf. We’ll be hiring a new Communications &
Development Coordinator. Cat and Skye, our AmeriCorps
Members, will be adding value throughout the watershed. The
mammoth Squam Uplands project protecting 6,500 acres on the
north-slope of the Squam Range will get wrapped up. Camp Hale
campers will be having outdoor adventures on some of our local
lands. The NextGenners will get together for impromptu work-&play events (visit foreversquam.org). We’re sponsoring the
Holderness Central School and Sandwich Central School fourthgraders for overnight educational adventures at Camp Hale in
September.

Trees didn’t stop growing during the pandemic; neither did we. The outdoors is for everyone, and
everyone needs the outdoors. As we all adjust to the new normal, we are grateful to you, our members,
for extending our reach and mission. Together, we are branching out. Onward…
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Growing the West Squam Rangeway

Ben Wymer

This project on the westerly flank of the Squam Range in Holderness has been a
priority for the Conservation Society for many years. We are pleased to recently
complete the acquisition of two additional tracts, bringing the total acreage of
the West Squam Rangeway to 148 acres!
In December of 2019, Scott Pulsifer donated a 30-acre tract, and then Burleigh
Land Limited Partnership (Tim and Audrey Fisher) donated the 6 acre Rangeway
strip. In April, 2021, we completed the purchase of 112 acres from Javaid Aziz. In
Mr. Aziz's words, he's been preserving the property since he
acquired it from Steven Harrison in 1986.
The mature forest is comprised of various hardwoods, such
as red oak, white oak, beech, big tooth aspen, and an
exquisite hemlock forest in the valley that feeds into Howe
Brook, which drains into Little Squam Lake. There are several
vernal pools amidst the forest which provides shelter and
food resources to the birds, bears, coyotes, deer and other
wildlife that inhabit this remarkable land.

Wetlands are a key conservation value, as are the
tributaries draining into the lake. The largest tributary into
Big Squam Lake is Smith's Brook, which is 5.5 miles long
and drains a significant portion of the Squam Range. Put
wetlands together with Smith's Brook and you get Wallace
Marsh, a familiar wetland located south of Route 113 at
Holderness and Sandwich Town Line.
We are pleased to now hold title to the 18-acre Wallace
Marsh, which creates a 63 acre conservation block on both
sides of Smith’s Brook. We are grateful to Velma Benton
and Marjorie Drzewiecki, heirs of Marcellus and Theodore
Wallace, for granting us their interest in the property.
Velma remembers her grandfather planting potatoes on
the land, which also has remnants of an ancient brickmaking foundry.

Ben Wymer

Wallace Marsh
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Kathryn's Field
Named after donor, local artist, sculptor, and teacher Kathryn
Field, this 9.4 acre field is a classic colonial-era pasture
associated with one of the oldest homes (1778) in Sandwich.
Kathryn's Field has impressive stone walls surrounding the
pasture on three sides. This open area is important for
pollinators, field-loving birds and wildlife, and for its scenic
outlook facing Red Hill. We are grateful to Kathryn and her
husband, Leo Dwyer for their commitment to conservation and
donation of this conservation easement.

Simmons Woods
A gift from Kathryn Field to honor the Simmons
family and their long-time stewardship of this
land, this 6-acre wooded property has a vernal
pool and a 1-acre wetland that drains into Lost
Lake and eventually to Sandwich Bay on Big
Squam Lake. The vegetation around these wet
areas are an important wildlife feature, with highbush blueberry, speckled alder, winterberry,
arrow wood, and witch hazel.

Sam leads Newfound CADY
Samantha Tracy recently accepted a position as the Program
& Coalition Coordinator for the Newfound District Drug
Response Task Force, a program of the Communities for
Alcohol and Drug Free Youth (CADY).
This new position will utilize her many skills to make a
difference in people's lives in the Newfound Region. She had
an outsized impact on our work here since last December;
revamping the website, social media, and so much more. We
will miss her buoyant personality and communication skills.
We are now looking for Sam’s replacement as our
Communications & Development Coordinator.
Visit foreversquam.org for a job description.
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Squam Lakes Partnerships for Conservation
Society (SLPCS)
Maybe it’s time to change the name of the Conservation Society? Okay, not really, but while I was
driving home the other night, I was thinking about all of the volunteers, collaborations, associations,
coalitions, alliances, and the people that drive this organization and make it thrive.
People = partnerships; plain and simple.
I’ve come to the conclusion that SLCS is a very unique and fortunate organization. We don’t have any
stuff to sell. We don’t sell tickets for a boat ride or a show. We don’t run classes for fee. We don’t
charge for parking. What we do have is something that is probably less tangible, but way, way better.
We work with an extraordinary number of people (which equals partnerships!), and we work with land.
The staff here is really the tip of the SLCS iceberg (hmm, maybe the wrong analogy with climate
change?) It is really our volunteers and members that make up the mass of SLCS. And, thanks to
Einstein, we know that any object with mass, no matter how much we slow it down, or isolate it from
everything else, will always have an amount of inherent energy to it that we can never extinguish.
Because of the mass of people volunteering, we have an endless supply of energy!!
Our traditional partnerships are solid. We work closely with SLA, RDC, LPC,
TCF, LRCT, NHLTC, SPNHF, NEWT, TNC, and LTA. It’s a veritable alphabet soup,
and I’ve probably missed some! There are also town conservation
commissions,
recreation
committees,
schools,
businesses,
and
neighborhoods. That’s a lot of partnerships, eh? Also keeping the iceberg
moving are the SLCS Committees of Stewardship, Lands, NextGen,
Development, Finance, Governance, Communications, and let’s not forget the
Board of Directors. Last and not least are our able-bodied easement monitors
who are out front guiding the way and keeping us on track.
So you see, we don’t have very much to offer in the way of individual, personal benefits, but
collectively, our partners have worked selflessly to help SLCS branch out and permanently conserve
land for the benefit of everyone.
So, if we ever consider changing the name of SLCS, I’ll toss SLPCS into the ring. After all, partnerships
are at the center of everything we do. We can’t do what we do without them, and without you.
On behalf of all of us who get to enjoy this lovely place we call Squam, thank you.
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Sharing Wild Spaces

by Ben Wymer

Male bobolink

Bobolinks are a migratory species that nests throughout the northern
US and southern Canada before flying south to the tropics for the
winter. Upon their annual arrival at the end of April or start of May, the
males, followed a week later by females, look for large open fields in
which to nest. The most favorable habitat for bobolinks happens to be
hay fields that are typically greater than 10 acres in size. The dense,
grassy vegetation provide the nests shelter from would be predators,
such as coyotes, foxes, dogs, cats, and raptors. To further increase their
chances of successfully nesting, bobolinks generally avoid nesting
within 150 feet or more of a forest or road edge. This is not to say that
the adults don’t use the edges of field. These edges are still used for
foraging where they seek out seed heads and insects.

Nesting begins in late May or
early June. Tucked away in the
grasses, females will lay 3-7 eggs
in a nest built on the ground.
The entire nesting process takes
20-25 days, during which time
the eggs and nestlings are at
their
most
vulnerable
to
activities such as mowing.

Ben Wymer

Ben Wymer

New Hampshire is known for its forests (>80% of the state is forested),
but we also have relics of the past agricultural history in our fields and
pastures. It’s in these managed fields that bobolinks still reside.

Male bobolink at Burleigh Farm

Once the nestlings fledge, their survival rate increases dramatically. Mowing, during June especially, is
extremely detrimental to bobolinks because the chicks have no means of escape; however, there is a
balance that can be struck between mowing and the survival of bobolinks.

Special thanks to
Sallie Wolf for
donating this beautiful
watercolor painting.
You will see it soon on
SLCS cards!

Each landowner’s needs are different, thus,
working with individuals to meet their needs and
attempting to meet the needs of the grasslands
birds will look different in every scenario.
Common strategies include: waiting to mow until
after August 1st; identify less productive patches
that would only be cut after Aug. 1st; and cut like
normal around the outside. If multiple fields are
present, identify the least productive field and
only cut once a year. Bobolinks are dependent
upon our management and sharing of space.
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Meet our 2021 AmeriCorps members!
Skye Fenton
Hello! I’m originally from
Scituate, MA. I graduated
from Harvard last May with
a degree in Organismic
and Evolutionary Biology
with a research focus in
animal movement and
resource use ecology.

Cathlin (Cat) Lord

Skye and Cat enjoying the view at Lost Lake

Hi there! I am from the small
town of Lyman, NH. I recently
graduated from Allegheny
College in the Spring of 2020,
where I studied Environmental
Science with an emphasis on
Geographic
Information
Science (GIS).

AmeriCorps Happenings
Since arriving at SLCS on May 20th, Skye and Cat have received nothing but a warm and exciting
welcome! They are already finding a routine and creating relationships with their SLCS colleagues
and other Lakes Region Conservation Corps members. In such a short amount of time, they have
seen incredible views and had several close encounters with wildlife.

Ben Wymer

On one recent outing to clean up a property, Cat, Skye,
and their fearless leader Ben spied a moose running
softly through the trees near the trail. They kept quiet
and walked on, hoping to catch another glimpse, only to
practically run into the moose coming up the trail in the
opposite direction. They all (moose included) stopped in
their tracks and stared for what seemed like a long
moment before the moose hightailed it into the woods.
They were only about 30 feet away from the huge
creature. It was exhilarating to say the least!

This moose was photographed from a safe distance!

@foreversquam

Skye Fenton and Camp Hale AmeriCorps Member
Emily Koester on the new bench at Lost Lake

Cat and Skye are looking forward to getting to
know Squam and its residents (both human
and non-human), at a respectful distance of
course! They are excited to work on many
different projects in the coming months which
include marking property bounds, maintaining
trails, creating informative maps, and of course
monitoring conserved lands.

@squamlakesconservationsociety

info@foreversquam.org
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Conovers Donate Artwork
Woolsey and Bea Conover have been terrific champions of conservation and are well known for their
generous spirit. Woolsey is also well known for his wonderful paintings and watercolors, especially of
the Squam region. Put all that together and you get two wonderful paintings now adorning our office
walls. They remind us of why we do what we do. Thank you Woolsey and Bea!

Conover self-portrait

View from West Rattlesnake

NextGen Mixology Event
Steve Zyck from Wood Stove Kitchen of Meredith, NH
and Michael Evans of SLCS’s NextGen Committee
hosted a terrific mixology event on May 21. Everyone
had a great time connecting with new friends, learning
a thing or two about our watershed, and supporting our
mission.

Ben Wymer

Piper Cove in January
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Let's see if we can once
again get the entire
Squam community to
switch off lights for 60
minutes.
Turn off the lights.
Turn up the quiet.

Will Strathmann

Peter Van Winkle
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